
FRIENDS OF CHARLTON BROOK

4.03.09, Bridge

Present: Hilary Wingfield, Howard House, Carol Baker, Melvyn Saxton, George Harris, Neil Stewart, Kate Clark, Simon Dore, Rachel Tew

Apologies: Sheila Constance, Michelle Tilney, Jason Dickinson

Minutes from last meeting

Approved.

Update on Dam – Kate Clark

Kate and Michelle met recently to discuss issues regarding the dam. A planning application has to be submitted and a “level survey” is needed. They are awaiting the quote for this. Some money from the extra £10,000 given by Environment Agency could be used for this. An October start date is still planned.

Update on BMX Track- Kate Clark

Work has started on the BMX track and will take 4-5 weeks to complete. “Bike Track” have provided plans of the new track, in which local youngsters were involved. There could possibly be some kind of launch event in May/Summer. Simon raised the possibility that Motor Cyclists could begin to use it and spoil it. Kate recommended that we see how it goes; it would be unsuitable for motor cycles. The surface will probably need regular maintenance, BikeTrack will draw up a plan and costs will be examined. Possibility of Parish council/community assembly funds being applied for, to cover this, as Paul Tankard would not have sufficient funds in his budget.

Playground Consultation- Kate Clark

Kate suggested that following the construction of play area for younger children and BMX track, some consultations with slightly older children (7-11 yrs)/Junior Schools could be held, with a view to modelling the rest of the play area. There could be more 106 money to come in. 

Treasurer’s Report

FOCB has received £10,000 from the Environment Agency, to add to our total which is £46,400.

Work dates with Simon Dore, Park Ranger

Sunday 22nd March is to be a litter pick, meeting 10a.m Bridge. Simon reported that when we do tree work, we need to find better ways to deal with the waste as leaving it on site is not a good option. We would have to co-ordinate with other teams to get the shredder, for example. Other dates booked with the Rangers are:-

Sunday 24 May (possibly for an event), Sunday 2nd August, Sunday 25 October. Hilary will put up some posters to advertise the next litter pick.

Other Business

Howard reported that vehicle tracks are damaging the area near the top paths, possibly Dog Wardens collecting bins. There is rubbish in the dam near the bulrushes, and fallen trees near the dam. Also some of the litter bins on site are very full. Kate will check.

Hilary reported that Angela Smith wants to do a walk-through of the site with FOCB, (and also Friends of Chapeltown Park) to see how Big Lottery Fund money has been put to use in our local areas. This would then feature in local newspapers.

Next Meeting

Wednesday 1st April


