ABOUT THE DAM….

C

harlton Brook dam was once a thriving fishing community with several species of fish still inhabiting the dam including Bream, Carp and Roach. Up until fifteen years ago trout also frequented these waters but have since declined and are no longer present. As recent as the 1950s the brook also boasted Otters amongst its residents but sadly these are no longer present. In addition frogs, newts and fresh water shrimps are also prevalent along with several species of birds including herons, grey wag-tails, wrens, finches, many members of the tit family, water fowl and if you are very lucky you will get a glimpse of the visiting and often seen kingfisher – one of Britain’s most beautiful birds. 
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Free fishing is currently allowed on the dam and one of the aims of FOCB is to engage and encourage people of all ages to fish in an environmentally friendly way and to educate them to understand the needs of all wildlife. Working collaboratively with other partners who are keen to help the group educate members of the local community in the hope that in time they will ultimately help care for the dam, the brook and its wild inhabitants – these include foxes, squirrels, hedgehogs, field mice & bats.  
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We hope to promote the fishing of the dam by holding fishing competitions over the forthcoming years. How to fish environmentally friendly and any news of any future competitions will be published in future newsletters.
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Due to the poor state of the dam the group currently supplement the water birds diet all year around and in the breeding season they rescue, on a daily basis, fledglings from the weir and reunite them with their parents. 

ABOUT US…

Chair: Sheila Constance (Tel: 01142 463306)

Secretaries:  Carol Steer (Tel: 07870 541269)

                   Tony Steer (Tel: 07870 541277)                                

Treasurer: Carol Baker

Fundraiser: Hilary Wingfield

Press Officer/Fundraiser: Michelle Tilney

Communications Officer: Jason Dickinson

Historian: Rachel Tew

Sheffield Wildlife Trust: Andy Willmore

Plus numerous active members who have helped make FOCB a force for the environment.

E-Mail: Friendsofcharltonbrook@hotmail.co.uk
* If you would like to receive future newsletters electronically please forward your e-mail address and you will be added to our database
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F
riends of Charlton Brook (FOCB) are a newly formed environmental group (October 2006) consisting of local people who aim to work with their community to restore Charlton Brook dam and its surrounding area to its former glory. 

New members are very welcome, and are encouraged to take part in a wide range of activities from litter picks to fund raising events – we have already removed several tons of rubbish from the area including bicycles, shopping trollies, motorbikes and traffic cones. 

Public green spaces improve the look of any area for everybody, they increase bio-diversity and counteract the effects of global warming. But these areas need to be cherished and sadly Charlton Brook needs care and attention, which has been lacking for many years.
Monthly meetings are held every first Wednesday at the Chapeltown College, Lound Side, 6.30pm.
ABOUT CHARLTON BROOK
C

harlton Brook is a green lung within the area of High Green, Burncross and Chapeltown in North Sheffield. It consists of a brook set within a valley. At the top end is a dam, which is used for fishing and the enjoyment of wildlife. There are sections of woodland running along the majority of the site, some of which is ancient, areas of meadow and short mown grass along with a play area at the bottom of the site. 

The site area is approximately 10.87 ha (hectare) in size. The brook is crossed by a number of footpaths going North to South and a couple of paths running the length of the site from East to West. 
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The creation of the Dam is linked to the industrial and economic development in Sheffield. The dam was, and still is, a key feature in the identity of the area. Then, as now, the Charlton Brook and dam acts as a focal point for the local community and provides a focus for their energies. FOCB are keen to capture any information on this area, whether it be historical records, oral history or photographic. If you have any information, which you believe may be relevant, we would love to hear from you.
AIMS & OBJECTIVES

F

OCB are currently working with the Sheffield City Council Parks and Countryside and Environmental Planning, The North Area Panel, the Sheffield Wildlife Trust and the Fisheries and Recreation Technical team of the Environment Agency. We are hoping to work collaboratively with High Green based group Paces and local schools, engaging with children and young people. 

We were recently awarded £250 from the Barnsley Building Society, part of their ‘Pride in the Community Grant scheme’ and £50 from Morrisons, part of their CVS scheme. We are actively applying for further funding from other local and national organisations, as well as organising fund raising events, including race nights and car boot sales. 
We aim to achieve:

1 De-silting of the dam and stream

2 Improved fishing facilities

3 Better footpaths and lighting to include disabled access.

4 New seating, litter bins and dog bins.

5 Regular refuse clearance

6 Improvement of BMX track and installation of robust children’s play area.

7 Woodland management to extend 

 the life of the tree cover and  

 increase diversity of habitat.
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STOP PRESS:

FOCB has successfully pressurised the council to install a duck barrier on the Dam weir to ensure no more ducklings are washed down stream……….

WHAT’S ON….2007
May 2
Monthly public meeting. 

Jun 6

Monthly public meeting. 

June 3
              Car Boot sale at The Barrel,  

              Lane End. £5 per pitch (all       



places to be pre-booked)



(7am set up, open @ 8am)

Jun 10
Litter Pick – meet in The Bridge car park -10am. Litter pickers and gloves to be provided.

Jun 30 
Chapeltown Needlecraft Show @ Chapeltown library – 10am – 3pm. All profits to be donated to FOCB.

Jul 4
Monthly public meeting. 

Aug 1

Monthly public meeting.  

Sep 5
Monthly public meeting.


Oct 3

Monthly public meeting. 

Oct 5
Charity Race Night @ The Barrel, Lane End , 7pm – all profits to FOCB.
Oct 13
Guided Bird tour of the Brook – meet at 8am at The Bridge (further details to follow).

Oct 21
The Autumn litter pick. Meet at the Bridge @ 10am. The Park Rangers in attendance.
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