BREATHING PLACES &


THE BIG LOTTERY FUND
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Breathing places is a four-year campaign to inspire the community to connect with nature. 

The hugely successful campaign was initially driven by BBC’s Autumnwatch and now in conjunction with Springwatch it has inspired, enthused and energised thousands of ordinary people to get involved in community projects to make space for nature and help the environment.


Developed in partnership with a diverse

group of wildlife and conservation groups the campaign encourages new audiences to get involved in giving nature a helping hand whilst providing opportunities for more BBC Breathing Places to be established across the UK – the
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definition of a Breathing Place being an area which is a great place for both wildlife and people and has an active community creating, enjoying and maintaining it. On May 31st 2007 the Big Lottery Fund announced total ‘green’ grants of £4.5m of which ‘Friends of Charlton Brook’ were one of the 593 groups to secure a grant (thirteen other groups in Sheffield were successful including Friends of Graves Park & The North Sheffield Conservation Group). One of the faces behind the campaign, BBC wildlife presenter Bill Oddie said “These grants are fantastic news. They will enable thousands of people to create breathing places where they live which will be enjoyed

wildlife and people for years to come”
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ABOUT US…

Friends of Charlton Brook (FOCB) are a newly formed environmental group (October 2006) consisting of local people who aim to work with their community to restore Charlton Brook dam and its surrounding area to its former glory. 

New members are very welcome, and are encouraged to take part in a wide range of activities from litter picks to fund raising events – we have already removed several tons of rubbish from the area including bicycles, shopping trollies, motorbikes and traffic cones. 

Monthly meetings are held every first Wednesday at the Chapeltown College, Lound Side, 6.30pm
Chair: Sheila Constance (Tel: 01142 463306)

Secretaries:  Carol/Tony Steer (Tel: 07870 541269)

Treasurer: Carol Baker

Fundraiser: Hilary Wingfield

Press Officer/Fundraiser: Michelle Tilney

Communications Officer: Jason Dickinson

Website: George                      (Tel 08766769338)

Historian: Rachel Tew

Sheffield Wildlife Trust: Andy Willmore

Plus numerous active members who have helped make FOCB a force for the environment.

E-Mail: Friendsofcharltonbrook@hotmail.co.uk
This newsletter has been kindly printed by Cadbury Trebor Bassett.  

* If you would like to receive future newsletters electronically please forward your e-mail address and you will be added to our database
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FOCB WINS LOTTERY GRANT!

Many of you will have probably read in the local press or heard on local radio about the fantastic news we received in May – FOCB were awarded a tremendous £9,939 by the Big Lottery as part of their ‘Breathing Places’ initiative. The funding bid was broken down into various categories with the monies earmarked as below:

£2,531
Woodland habitat work

£2,101
Footpath work (inc. disabled access)

£1,107
Stream clearance

£4,200
Ten educational sessions (undertaken by Sheffield Wildlife Trust)

The good news does not end there however as FOCB also received £250 from Sheffield City Council’s ‘small grants scheme’ which is for the planting of small plants, shrubs and trees. Unfortunately the horrendous weather that June & July brought has somewhat delayed the start of any work but in conjunction with the Sheffield Wildlife Trust we hope to put some of the above plans into action in the very near future. 

NEWS & PUBLICITY 

F

rom a publicity viewpoint FOCB has received tremendous press coverage over the last few months in local newspapers (The Star, Look Local & The Barnsley Chronicle) and even on local Radio. The first mention of our group appeared in the Sheffield Star and we have received regular coverage, culminating in a virtual full page spread in the June 16th edition with photos of our group and notes about our hopes and aims. In addition our publicity officer. Michelle Tilney, has appeared on BBC Radio Sheffield news bulletins on several occasions promoting our group. 
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CAR BOOT/NEEDCRAFT SHOW
Our first Car Boot on June 3rd was the not the success we had hoped for but monies raised on the day covered our yearly licence and added £30 to our coffers so thanks to all those who took part and supported us on the day. Better news came on June 30 when the Chapeltown Needlecraft Show raised £135.75 for FOCB. Overall show winner was Jean Ward who will now keep the old Wortley Council Cup for a year. Thanks to our chair who organised the event and donated the profits.

FISHERIES  SURVEY

This will be undertaken by the Environment Agency on October 10th 2007 where approximately 40 fish will be taken and health checked. Then in January and February 2008 the remainder will be netted and removed to another lake (health permitting). This will be the start of big plans to restore the dam to its former glory

FLY TIPPING

Please DO NOT dump your garden waste on Charlton Brook. The City council can now use DNA technology to trace the source of the rubbish and you could face a heavy fine. Take a moment to bag your rubbish and take the five-minute drive to the High Green dump it site.
WHAT’S ON …2007

Aug 26/27           We will have a stall for two days at

                            one of Sheffield’s biggest events –

                            the Norfolk  Park Heritage Fair

Sep 5
             Monthly meeting (@ The Barrel)

Oct 3
             AGM @ 6.30pm 

Oct 5
Charity Race Night @ The Barrel, Lane End , 7pm – all profits to FOCB. Don’t miss this great night!
Oct 13
              Guided Bird tour of the Brook – 

                             meet at 8am at The Bridge.

Oct 21
              The Autumn litter pick. Meet at the 

                            Bridge @ 10am. The Park Rangers in 

                            attendance.

Nov  7
Monthly meeting @ 6.30pm

Dec 5 

Monthly meeting @ 6.30pm

All monthly are held at Chapeltown College unless otherwise stated
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Please have the courtesy to clear up after your pooch. It only takes a second to pick up and make the Brook a clean and disease free environment for children and adults. Did you know that if not scooped then dog mess can provide worms that infect small children and could leave them permanently blind? Is it worth the risk when it only takes a second and a plastic bag…………

Our website is now under construction –  www.friendsofcharltonbrook.co.uk
A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY….
C

harlton Brook was first noted in 1453 as ‘Cherking Brooke’ meaning squelching or marshy ground. This wet grassland was probably uncultivated but used as pasture for cattle.

Charlton Brook was, within living memory, farmland and had a distinct field system whose fields had a diverse flora associated with the mosaic of wetland, woodland and grassland habitats in existence at that time.  The field system when lost in the 1950s was very similar to the first maps available for the area in 1637…

It is thought that Charlton Brook Dam (SK 341 966) was originally built to supply water to a nearby foundry. Originally the dam measured approximately 95 x 31 m, with a surface area of 2900m2
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However due to the accumulation of silt the Dam has shrunk to almost half of its former size and now measures approximately 45 x 31m with a surface area of 1700m2. Continued build up of the silt at its current rate will eventually result in the complete disappearance of the whole dam. The large amount of silt in the dam leads to poor conditions for fish, as silt decomposes it uses oxygen meaning that the amount available for fish is reduced. There is also little weed in the dam to produce oxygen and due to the sheltered location there is little movement of the water to help take oxygen from the air. 
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LOTTERY FUNDED
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