
EASTER EGG HUNT
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LOTTERY FUNDED




On 6th April FOCB, in association with the Sheffield Wildlife Trust – led by Rachel Stevenson – held an Easter Egg Hunt at the lower end of Charlton Brook, immediately adjacent to the playground. We were pleased to see over 40 local families attend the event during the day and were equally delighted to receive excellent feedback from local children regarding their wishes for the playground and BMX track. We would like to thank Cadburys who again donated the majority of the prizes and were also pleased to welcome four students from Hillsborough College who helped at the event as part of their Travel & Tourism course. 

WHAT’S ON …2008

 Jul 6
FOCB Litter Pick – meet at the Bridge Inn @ 10am

Aug
We will be in attendance at The Norfolk Park

24/25
Heritage Fair which runs for two days over the August Bank Holiday weekend

Sep 3
Bi-monthly Public meeting – all welcome

Nov 12
Public Meeting (please note a week later due to Bonfire night!)

Please check our website for any additional events

All bi-monthly meetings are held at The Bridge Inn, Hollowgate, 7pm unless otherwise stated

FUNDING NEWS……

We were pleased to be awarded £1,500 by the South Yorkshire Community Foundation for preparatory works to the Dam while we received £400 from the Parish Council.

AND FINALLY……
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After several complaints to our website we contacted the local dog wardens who are currently sweeping the greenspace and will be asking owners to pick up after their dogs, they inform us that repeat offenders face prosecution.
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ABOUT US…

Friends of Charlton Brook (FOCB) are an  environmental group (formed October 2006) consisting of local people who aim to work with their community to restore Charlton Brook dam and its surrounding area after decades of neglect. 

New members are very welcome, and are encouraged to take part in a wide range of activities from litter picks to fund raising events – we have already removed several tons of rubbish from the area including bicycles, shopping trollies, motorbikes and traffic cones. 

Bi-monthly Public meetings are held every first Wednesday at The Bridge Inn, Hollow Gate @ 7pm.

CONTACTS

Chair: Sheila Constance (Tel: 01142 463306)

Secretary/Communications: 

Jason Dickinson     (Tel: 01142 848779)

Treasurer: Carol Baker

Fundraiser: Hilary Wingfield

Fundraiser: Michelle Tilney

Press officer: Howard House

Website: George Harris   

www.friendsofcharltonbrook.co.uk                  

Historian: Rachel Tew

Sheffield Wildlife Trust: Sarah Procter

Sheffield City Council: Kate Clark

Plus numerous active members who have helped make FOCB a force for the environment.

E-Mail: friendsofcharltonbrook@hotmail.co.uk
This newsletter has been kindly printed by Cadbury UK.  

* If you would like to receive future newsletters electronically please forward your e-mail address and you will be added to our database
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ince our last newsletter the group has been extremely busy both on the Brook and behind the scenes. This has resulted in notable improvements to the area with FOCB paying £400 for the new ‘vandal proof’ dog bin installed at the North end of the site. In addition the group has paid a four-figure sum to Hull University for the vital in-depth silt analysis survey, which is the next big step towards the long-term aim of restoring the dam to its former glory. Work continues feverishly behind the scenes with funding bids pending that could generate all the monies required to begin major works before the end of 2008. Regular users of the Brook will also have noticed that due to a successful funding application we were able to finance the planting of four ‘heavy standard’ trees. These can been seen just off School Road at the South end of Charlton Brook and a big thank you must go to Simon Dore and his Park Ranger colleague Darren who did the majority of the heavy work on a somewhat rainy day in March.  

In consultation with FOCB, Sheffield City Council 

have tarmaced two of the major footpaths that criss-cross the site while several new benches have been installed and extensive tree clearance work undertaken – particularly involving woodland behind Reaper Crescent which has caused problems for many years for local residents – several trees have been removed totally during the maintenance work.  
THE BIG DAY 
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[image: image8.wmf]There is no doubt that Friday 16th May 2008 was the biggest day so far in the short history of ‘Friends of Charlton Brook’. Our group were fortunate enough to be chosen as a work project by ‘South Yorkshire Cares’, an initiative of ‘Business in the Community’. On an annual basis the organisation selects several worthy projects around the UK and Charlton Brook effectively was chosen for the South Yorkshire region with the likes of Hull and Leeds also featuring on the same day in the county. The events of the day made a huge impact on Charlton Brook and achieved extensive coverage on ITV’s Calendar local news programme and BBC Radio Sheffield.

The concept of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is at the core of these events as companies – both small and large – actively seek to give something back to the community from where they draw the majority of their workforce. This is achieved by companies assigning teams of their own employees and has a two-fold effect as those employees achieve a high level of self esteem at having helped worthy causes while the exercise acts as a fantastic team building experience.        
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FOCB members were up with the larks to set up a large gazebo at the North end of the green space, which contained hot and cold drinks, and various items of food (jointly donated by Cadburys and FOCB) plus first aid facilities. In the days leading up to the challenge four projects were identified and team leaders from FOCB assigned to each team. The early risers from the group duly assigned all the tools needed for each team and waited for the much-anticipated day to begin. The first of the volunteers started to arrive at 8am and within the next sixty minutes over forty individuals arrived from John Lewis, DLA Piper, School Trends, Irwin Mitchell, Ringway & Cadburys UK. All the volunteers duly split into their assigned work groups and with the weather set fair the Charlton Brook challenge began.  

The four projects undertaken were as follows:
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1. Spring Clean – led by FOCB secretary Jason Dickinson this group contained employees from Irwin Mitchell & Ringway - they all worked hard to clear the stream (with big green wellies provided!) and adjoining overgrown vegetation for several hundred yards from the Weir Head downwards. For the first time in decades it was possible to actually see the meandering stream from the pathway instead of a bundle of nettles and brambles!

2 Pathways – led by FOCB treasurer Carol Baker & 

member Mark Bellamy this band of helpers drew employees from School Trends and Ringway . During the day they made a huge impact at the Bridge Inn entrance to the Brook. They then proceeded to make a considerable impact on the overgrown pathways to the Western side of the site, even uncovering several cobbled stoned features which had been hidden for many years by overgrown vegetation. 

3.      Woodland Work – led by FOCB press Officer 

Howard House this group contained Cadburys and John Lewis employees and the wholly female team  worked the poor old team leader hard
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        as they cleared a

        huge area of    

        woodland mid-

        way down the greenspace, near to what 

        is commonly referred to as the ‘clip-clop bridge’.  
  

4. [image: image10.png]


Playground -  led by FOCB member Melvyn Saxton
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this group, drawn totally from DLA Piper, revamped the run down and vandalised playground by sanding down all the equipment and railings and repainting the whole area, hopefully in advance of a partial re-opening of the site for small children later in 2008. Thanks were also due to the Ringway team who cleared the overgrown play area so DLA Piper could begin the painting project.
T

hroughout the day Andy Kershaw from BBC Radio Sheffield conducted canned interviews - broadcast over the following week - while Calendar News interviewed several volunteers – coverage was broadcast on the lunchtime news slot and also on the evening bulletin. Later in the day the Sheffield Lady Mayoress – Kathleen Chadwick – walked the site to thank the teams for their hard work and then happily posed for photos with the individual groups. 

The new landlord at the Bridge Inn, Joe, was kind enough to throw open his doors early so the volunteers could use his toilet facilities.  We would also like to thank him for preparing the hot lunchtime buffet, which was provided as a small thanks by FOCB to the many people who gave up their time to help improve the environment.

Thanks must also go to…..

BITC – to all their staff who worked tirelessly on the day

[image: image12.wmf]STREETFORCE - for donating litter pickers and refuse bags along with removing debris from the site the following week.

PARKS & RECREATION - for donating paints and brushes for the playground project.

SHEFFIELD CITY COUNCIL – for all their support, especially Kate Clark who has been a great help in the last few months. 
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FRIENDS OF CHARLTON BROOK WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL THE INDIVIDUALS WHO HELPED MAKE THE DAY SUCH A MEMORABLE EVENT, INCLUDING THE MANY VOLUNTEERS, THE INDIVIDUAL BUSINESSES AND BUSINESS IN THE COMMUNITY WHO WERE THE CATALYST. 
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