Friends of Charlton Brook

Meeting 12.11.08

Held at the Bridge

Present: Sheila Constance, Jason Dickinson, Michelle Tilney, Howard House, Simon Dore (part), Hilary Wingfield, Carol Baker, Trish Ward, George Harris, Melvyn Saxton, Kate Clark, John
Minutes from last Meeting
Agreed

Simon Dore, Park Ranger
Simon thanked everyone for attending the bulb planting session which was very successful on Sunday 26th October. Simon also mentioned that we needed to start thinking about dates in 2009 that we wanted for further work days as his diary was already filling up.
Action Plan, Sheffield City Council
Kate Clark reported that the BMX track improvements were still at tender stage. The consultation carried out in April 2008 showed that limestone was the preferred option. Kate and Howard are meeting contractors on site on the 26th November to take the tender process forward. Construction and completion of the new track is hoped to be by the end of February 2009.

The Toddler area refurbishment has had complications due to the contractors not completing the works satisfactorily plus the slide being stolen. The work has now been completed and the playground is hopefully being opened on the 14th November.

The Woodland Management & Improvements work funded by South Yorkshire Forest and FOCB was completed by the 30th September by Sheffield Wildlife Trust.

Further funding is now required to complete additional drainage work and footpath improvements to improve access in the woodland area (gates and vehicle barriers), plus thinning works. Michelle and Hilary to apply for funding to do these works.

Dog bins and litter bins are being well used but Kate will check that they are being emptied regularly.
Update on the Dam
Michelle reported that the Environment Agency had apologised for the mistake being made in not seeing the mineral oil present on the silt analysis. She presented a cheque from the EA for £17k for FOCB to put towards the works on the dam. This money would be paid back by 2012 if the works on the dam weren’t completed.

Viridor Credits confirmed that an extension would be granted for the £20k that they awarded FOCB. Michelle has to apply for the extension before June 2009.

Community Spaces confirmed that an extension to the second part application would be granted to allow time for Michelle to complete this stage. Michelle and Kate to chase the planning permissions now required for the wildlife pond and divert channel.

Extra funding now needs to be found for the excess needed for the removal of the silt to landfill. Michelle and Hilary to apply for funding to do these works.

A partnership agreement was now in place between the EA & FOCB. 
A licence agreement was now in place between the EA & Sheffield City Council which enables the EA to deliver works on the land.
The EA also reported that South Yorkshire Police Fishing Club was considering Charlton Brook dam as one of their fishing ponds. This would be good news for the local community as they will take ownership of the dam after the works are completed.

The quote for 5 fishing pegs and 3 disabled pegs made from 100% recycled plastic, supplied and fitted by Fletcher Contracting, Halifax is £4927.00

Treasurer
Current account balance is £8124.86

Savings account balance is £3777.39

Jason and Carol to open a higher interest savings account which will pay enough interest yearly to purchase the Public Liability Insurance. Jason also suggested that the account been accessible online.
Melvyn suggested we look into Gift Aid for FOCB. Jason agreed to take this forward.
Chair

Sheila thanked all who attended the bulb planting day.

Sheila reported that Chapeltown Community College would not be able to accommodate our monthly meetings due to being closed on Wednesdays. It was agreed we would continue to meet at the Bridge Inn until further notice.

Fundraising
Community Chest grant from the North Area Panel for up to £500 was now available – Michelle and Hilary to apply for tools and signage. Deadline is 21st November 2008.

AOB

Youth Officer Post still vacant.
It was agreed that there would be no public meeting in January 2009 due to holidays.

The Lord Mayor’s office invited 3 representatives from FOCB to attend a buffet at his personal chambers in the Town Hall as a thank you for all the hard work we had done over the last 12 months. Hilary, Melvyn & Trish to attend the event on the 25th November and feedback at the next meeting.

Next Public Meeting

Wednesday 3rd December 2008 at the Bridge Inn @ 7 - 8pm followed by a few drinks to celebrate 2008’s achievements.
Dates for the diary

Public Meeting – Wednesday 4th February 2009 at the Bridge Inn @ 7 - 8pm

Sunday 22nd March 2009 – meet at the dam 10am – 1pm (Park Rangers in attendance)
