Restoring Charlton Brook Dam

Friends of Charlton Brook (FOCB) was set up in 2006 with the aim of working with the local community to restore Charlton Brook Dam and its surrounding area to its former glory.

Since forming in 2006 the group have already made significant achievements.  The group won a funding award from Breathing Spaces in 2007 of nearly £10,000 for woodland habitat work, footpath improvements, stream clearance and for educational sessions about the site to be run by Sheffield Wildlife Trust (SWT).  The group have also raised funds for planting of shrubs from the SCC Small Grants Fund and have received sponsorship for their regular newsletter from Cadbury UK. Further funding came from HBOS Foundation £3,757 and South Yorkshire Community Foundation £1,500 towards the restoring of the dam and South Yorkshire Forest Partnership £8,416.50 towards further footpath improvements.

In addition the group have held a number of fund raising events including a stall at Norfolk Heritage Park, a Race night held in a local pub and a Christmas Fayre.  The group have worked with the Parks and Countryside Rangers and SWT to hold regular events at the dam such as clean up events, bulb planting, bird watching and woodland crafts.

The major news in the last few weeks is that the group has now raised enough funds along with successful funding applications to commence the long-term aim of the group, which is to restore Charlton Brook Dam and its surroundings. The three substantial funding successes come in the way of £48,808.98 from Community Spaces, £30,000.00 from the Environment Agency and £20,408.00 from Viridor Credits. This programme of events to desilt the dam will take place in October 2009. When works have been completed the dam will stand for 12 months before restocking and becoming and a bespoke fishery.

The group has also helped to get the nearby BMX track upgraded and improvements to the existing toddler play area.  

The groups fundraiser Michelle Tilney said “This area has much to offer for local communities in the middle of a bustling residential area.  It is a vital green lunch within the community with its natural brook within a valley, a dam, woodland and meadows, it provides homes to lots of wildlife including a regular pair of kingfishers. With carbon emissions and climate change so high on the agenda at the moment, it’s essential that local projects such as Charlton Brook exist to counteract the pollution and concrete that suffocate our cities. We hope the brook will continue to be enjoyed for decades to come”.

If you would like to find out more about FOCB please visit their website at: www.friendsofcharltonbrook.co.uk or contact Michelle Tilney, fundraiser on 0114 2848779 or 07991 269938.

