
BROOK  KNOWLEDGE…..

[image: image1.wmf]One of the many species of trees that can be found on Charlton Brook is the Alder Tree (Alnus glutinosa). In Scandinavian mythology is was said that the first man was carved from a Alder tree while the early Irish believed it was the first woman.. The Common or European Alder, is a native of Europe, from south of the Arctic Circle down to North Africa and east wards into Asia. If you find an Alder tree, you are bound to be close to water, for they like damp places such as marshes, riversides, lakesides, and wet woods. Its tiny roots seem to attract moisture, so it is often boggy or soggy soil around it. Extensive agricultural drainage schemes have made this cousin of the birch and hazel less abundant than it once was, but it is still very common. Amazingly back in the days of the English Civil War the tree used to be coppiced for the gunpowder industry, making the black powder that fuelled early muskets. It is the only deciduous (non-evergreen) tree which has tiny cones to bear its seeds. They are in fact the female catkins of the tree and they make Alder easy to recognise in winter. Its branches are not bare as so many of our other deciduous trees, because the winter branches are crowded with immature catkins and old empty seed-cones. The flowers are catkins formed in the year before ripening. The male flowers are drooping cylinders and the female catkins look like tiny cones. On closer observation we find that the leaf buds are sheathed in purplish scales with a light misty bloom on it, very much like red grapes have. Each bud has its own bud stalk, also unusual in trees, and are arranged in a spiraling fashion around the branch. The tree was also believed to possess many medicinal qualities with its leaves used against gangrene for battle-wounds and for crushed flesh in accidents, because its properties are anti-inflammatory, haemostatic (stops bleeding) and astringent. In the Alps, country folk used thin cloth bags of heated leaves for the relief and cure of rheumatism. The leaves were also put in  boots, shoes and socks next to the skin to soothe aching and burning feet. Thus they helped a Lancashire lass to walk miles to work at the mill, aided the old Celtic warrior in feats of endurance and assisted peasants to keep their feet cool during the long hot days of hay making. 
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ABOUT US…

Friends of Charlton Brook (FOCB) are an  environmental group (formed October 2006) consisting of local people who aim to work with their community to restore Charlton Brook dam and its surrounding area after decades of neglect. 

New members are very welcome, and are encouraged to take part in a wide range of activities from litter picks to fund raising events – we have already removed several tons of rubbish from the area including bicycles, shopping trollies, motorbikes and traffic cones. 

Bi-monthly Public meetings are held every first Wednesday at The Bridge Inn, Hollow Gate @ 7pm.
Chair: Sheila Constance (Tel: 01142 463306)

Secretary/Communications: 

Jason Dickinson     (Tel: 01142 848779)

Treasurer: Carol Baker

Fundraiser: Hilary Wingfield

Press Officer/Fundraiser: Michelle Tilney

Website: George Harris                     

Historian: Rachel Tew

Sheffield Wildlife Trust: Andy Willmore

Plus numerous active members who have helped make FOCB a force for the environment.

E-Mail: friendsofcharltonbrook@hotmail.co.uk
This newsletter has been kindly printed by Cadbury Trebor Bassett.  

* If you would like to receive future newsletters electronically please forward your e-mail address and you will be added to our database
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Since our Autumn newsletter the group has been extremely busy with a fundraising Race Night and Christmas fayre organised, while we were represented with a stall at the biggest outdoor event in Sheffield – the Norfolk Park Heritage Fayre. 

The major news in the last few weeks is that the first step has now taken place towards the long-term aim of the group, which is to restore Charlton Brook Dam and its surroundings to their former glory. This event took place on 11th December 2007 when the Environment Agency removed the majority of the fish contained in the Dam and transported them to two ponds at Tinsley Marina. In total 580lbs of Roach, 5lbs of Bream & 15lbs of Gudgeon were moved to their new home with the Dam set to be re-stocked when works have been completed and a bespoke fishery created. 

During 2008 we are hoping that the BMX track will be upgraded, a natural play area for older children created and the refurbishment of the vandalised toddlers playground. In addition, in association with Sheffield City Council, several litter bins should be installed with new benches and better footpaths on the horizon.

NEWS & PUBLICITY UPDATE 

The Norfolk Park Heritage Fair

FOCB were represented over the two-day event in the designated ‘Friends of’ Tent where our profile was raised and a successful Tombola added a terrific £455.00 to our coffers.
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The Barrel RACE NIGHT 

[image: image5.wmf]Our biggest fundraiser took place on October 13th when the Barrel Inn public house were kind enough to allow us to hold the first FOCB Race Night. The event was greatly enjoyed by all who attended and the group raised £563.50 thanks to a combination of Horse sponsorship, race sponsorship and betting on the night. We must give a big thank you to all who donated prizes and sponsored races including Cadbury Trebor Bassett, Turner Beaumont & Co, Burncross Nurseries, Harrods Caterers & Business in the Community.

Christmas Fayre

This was held at Chapeltown library on November 24th and although the day was a wash out £184.50 was raised.  
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Bulb planting

During two sessions on October 21st and November 11th the group, along with the Park Rangers, planted over 9,000 bulbs of both wild and native Daffodils, Crocus & Hyacinths. This should provide the brook with a blaze of colour come springtime!

Big Clean up

As part of their ongoing work with FOCB, the Sheffield Wildlife Trust held a big clean up day on December 10th, which resulted in several large items of rubbish being removed from the stream that runs through the green space. In addition they have also been working with local children from Lound School - part of the ten education sessions the group are holding which has been funded by FOCB’s lottery grant in 2007.   
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Watch the Birdie

Thanks to the Park Rangers, a bird watching session took place on the brook on October 13th with several of the birds that call Charlton Brook their home spotted - watch this space for the next event if you like to spot our feathered friends!
FISHERIES SURVEY

On 10th October the Environment Agency conducted a survey of the fish in Charlton Brook Dam. The results were astounding as approximately 5,233 fish were netted, weighing a total of 114kg! Roach dominated the catch although common bream, tench, perch and gudgeon also prevalent. The density of the fish was five times the level of what would be expected in a healthy fishery of this size - effectively meaning that too many fish are competing for too little oxygen.  

STOP PRESS:

FOCB have just been awarded £1,000 from the Cadbury Trebor Bassett ‘Community Activity Fund’. This is the largest award won by the group- excluding last year’s tremendous Lottery success -and will help to further improve Charlton Brook. 

FLY TIPPING

Please DO NOT dump your garden waste on Charlton Brook. The City council can now use DNA technology to trace the source of the rubbish and you could face a heavy fine. Take a moment to bag your rubbish and take the five-minute drive to the High Green dump it site.
WHAT’S ON …2008

Feb 3
Woodland work with the Park Rangers – all welcome – meet at the Bridge Inn 10.00am - 1pm.
Feb 6
Bi-monthly Meeting @ Chapeltown Library 7-9pm

Feb 23
Woodland work with the Park Rangers – all welcome – meet at the Bridge Inn 10.00am - 1pm
Mar 2
Woodland work with the Park Rangers – all welcome – meet at the Bridge Inn 10.00am - 1pm

Apr 3
Bi-monthly meeting 

Apr 13
The BIG Spring Litter Pick - please come along and help keep our green space clear of litter - meet @ The Bridge, 10am

Jun 4
Bi- Monthly meeting

All monthly are held at The Bridge Inn, Hollowgate, 7pm unless otherwise stated

Our website is now live:  www.friendsofcharltonbrook.co.uk
DOG WALKERS
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Please have the courtesy to clear up after your pooch. It only takes a second to pick up and make the Brook a clean and disease free environment for children and adults. Did you know that if not scooped then dog mess can provide worms that infect small children and could leave them permanently blind? Is it worth the risk when it only takes a second and a plastic bag…………
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